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Background 
This document provides an update of the implementation of the Regional Action Plan on Marine Litter in 
Russia. 

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to take note of the information provided.  
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Implementation of the RAP on ML in Russia 
1) Suggestion regarding implementation of the RL15 of the RAP ML. 

Action RL15 of the RAP ML implies establishing an exchange platform for spreading experiences on good 
cleaning practices for beaches, including cleaning beaches actions by local communities, riverbanks, marinas 
and inland waterways, in cooperation with relevant fora. St. Petersburg annually hosts environmental 
exhibition “Ecology in the Big City”, where various technologies and solutions for cleaning and handling 
municipal waste are presented. In the next 2018 year, the exhibition will be combined with the 19th annual 
environmental Forum “Baltic Sea Day”.  

We invite representatives of the municipalities in the Baltic Sea region to attend the event where special 
session dedicated to the role of municipalities in implementation of the HELCOM Baltic Sea Action will be 
arranged. Reginal organizations such as Baltic Sea Challenge, Race for the Baltic as well as Union of the Baltic 
Cities, which facilitate cooperation between municipalities for the sake of the healthy Baltic Sea, have been 
already invited to attend the Forum and supported the initiative. 

Municipalities are invited to share experience in application of different environmental technologies and 
practices including maintaining of municipal beaches, cleaning river banks and inland water areas, marinas 
inland water ways. Participants will identify common interest and challenges and agree on joint actions. They 
will be invited to elaborate and except local Baltic Sea Action plans including contribution to the 
implementation of the RAP ML. 

International Environmental Forum “Baltic Sea Day” and exhibition “Ecology in the Big City” will be held in 
St. Petersburg, Russia 21-23 March 2018. The event might become a permanent platform for local 
communities to exchange the best practices and solutions. 

2) Contribution into implementation of RL6, RL7 (microplastic) 

In the frame of the project MicroplAstics Research in the BaLtic marine Environment (MARBLE) (funded by 
the Russian Science Foundation) the research team from Laboratory for Marine Physics of the Atlantic 
Branch of P.P.Shirshov Institute of Oceanology of RAS collected samples of microplastic from the waters of 
the Baltic Sea and found that near the water surface and bottom, there are a lot of microfibers. Studies were 
carried out to measure the rate descent of microplastic to the bottom at the Laboratory. It is assumed that 
the results of the project will be used to attract public attention to the problem of microplastic pollution of 
the World Ocean in general and the Baltic Sea in particular. 

It is envisaged that results of this project are presented at the upcoming HELCOM SPICE workshop on 
microliter to be held on 7-8 November in Helsinki (Finland). 

3) Contribution into implementation of voluntary national actions addressing education 
and outreach on marine litter NE1, NE3, NE6. 

Volunteer project for monitoring the beaches of the Gulf of Finland in Russia http://www.cleanpitercoast.ru/ 

In 2017 a group of volunteers conducted monitoring of the Gulf of Finland beach near the railway station 
Lakhta, St. Petersburg. Two sites (100m x 10 m) were studied. All the objects located on the surface of a 
beach larger than 2.5 cm were examined. The study was carried out as part of an international volunteer 
campaign for the monitoring of the beaches of the Marine Litter Watch Month organized by the European 
Environmental Service - EEA. The methodology developed for monitoring marine litter and Marine Litter 
Watch software for mobile devices were used for the research. The results will be presented later. 

In the frame of the Baltic Sea Day Forum 2018 all Baltic countries will be proposed to participate in the 
International annual action “Clean coast” in April 2018. For the first time, the international action "Clean 

http://lamp.ocean.ru/
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HELCOM%20SPICE%20ML%20WS%201-2017-459/default.aspx
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HELCOM%20SPICE%20ML%20WS%201-2017-459/default.aspx
http://www.cleanpitercoast.ru/
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Coast" was held in 2014 as part of the International Project "Year of the Gulf of Finland - 2014". Traditionally, 
the "Clean Coast" campaign is not just litter collection, but also an educational event, one of its main 
important tasks is to improve the environmental culture of citizens, to educate the young generation and to 
promote environmental volunteering. 
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